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Harlequin Duck-, Raystown branch, Juniata River, Huntingdon county- Jan-Feb 2003 

Description 

Size - Fairly small duck- nearly identical in size to female Bufflehead with which it was 
closely and constantly associated. 

Overall coloration- mostly dull brown with differing tones of brown. 

Face/Head- Most distinguishing feature at first glance. 

Brown, except - three white patches on both sides. 

Patch# 1 -The brightest (most conspicuous) patch was behind and somewhat 
below the level of the eye. This patch was much larger than the eye. And was mostly 
round. (Perhaps like a nickel or quarter). 

Patch # 2 - The second most obvious patch from side view was mostly below and 
somewhat extending in front of eye. This patch was obvious but not quite so bright and 
sharply defined as the first patch. It's shape was roughly triangular. Close in s~e (slightly 
smaller perhaps ) to patch # 1. 

Patch # 3 - This patch was apparent only when head was turned to allow observer 
to see some of forehead. Essentially in front of eye. Sharply outlined. Smaller than 
patches 1,2. Probably less than size of a dime. 

Bill - short. Dull gray, brown. (not like a scoter bill) 

Body plumage - Brown on back and flanks - but two-toned. Back noticeably (not 
dramatically) darker brown than flanks. Belly (seen when preening) dull white. White 
patch not sharply outlined. 

Wings - seen in flight from rear contained no visible white or colored patches. Appeared 
to be uniformly dark/''' brown 
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Harlequin Duck-, Raystown branch, Juniata River, Huntingdon county-Jan-Feb 2003 

Description 

Size - Fairly small duck- nearly identical in size to female Bufflehead with which it was 
closely and constantly associated. 

Overall coloration- mostly dull brown with differing tones of brown. 

Face/Head - Most distinguishing feature at first glance. 

Brown, except- three white patches on both sides. 

Patch# I - The brightest (most conspicuous) patch was behind and somewhat 
below the level of the eye. This patch was much larger than the eye. And was mostly 
round. (Perhaps like a nickel or quarter). 

Patch # 2 - The second most obvious patch from side view was mostly below and 
somewhat extending in front of eye. This patch was obvious but not quite so bright and 
sharply defined as the first patch. It's shape was roughly triangular. Close in si~e (slightly 
smaller perhaps ) to patch # I. 

Patch# 3 - This patch was apparent only when head was turned to allow observer 
to see some of forehead. Essentially in front of eye. Sharply outlined. Smaller than 
patches 1,2. Probably less than size of a dime. 

Bill - short. Dull gray, brown. (not like a scoter bill) 

Body plumage - Brown on back and flanks - but two-toned. Back noticeably (not 
dramatically) darker brown than flanks. Belly (seen when preening) dull white. White 
patch not sharply outlined. 

Wings - seen in flight from rear contained no visible white or colored patches. Appeared 
to be uniformly dark/'''brown 
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Record No: 149-01-2003 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round One 

Species: Harlequin Duck ( Histrionicus histrionicus) 

Date of Sighting: 26 January 2003 to 26 January 2003 
Location: JUNIATA TOWNSHIP 
County : HUNTINGDON 
Observer(s): Greg Grove, David Kyler 

Date of Submission: 2003 
Submitted by: Greg Grove, David Kyler 

Written Description: Yes Photo: Yes Specimen: No Recording: No 
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